FIGURES OF SPEECH IN THE BIBLE

The words of scripture should be understood in their literal meaning unless 

such literal interpretation would involve an obvious contradiction or absurdity.

Figurative speech gives color, life, and emphasis to what is said, 
it makes an immediate impression on our minds with concrete pictures 
that appeal to our imagination and memory.

METAPHOR  

 a comparison in which one thing is declared to be another.  The word “is”  links the two halves of the comparison.  Words are taken from their literal meaning and given a new and striking use.  A metaphor is a word or phrase used for another that it resembles.  The two nouns must always be mentioned.  The figure lies in the verb.

“The Lord is my rock” Psalm 18:2

SIMILE 

 a simile is a comparison between two things that resemble one another using the words “like” or “as”.

“We like sheep, have gone astray” Isaiah 53:6

HYPERBOLE  

 the use of exaggeration in order to emphasize a point.

“If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out.” Mat 18:9
PERSONIFICATION  

 assigning the characteristics of a human person to lifeless object.

“All my bones shall say, Lord, who is like unto thee.”  Psalm 35:10

METONYMY  

 using one noun in place of another because of a certain relationship between the two.

“Their tongue walketh through the earth”  Psalm 73:9

ANTHROPOMORPHISM  

 assigning an appropriate part of man’s body to God’s Person in order to convey some truth about God.

“Bow down thine ear to me.”  Psalm 31:2

ANTHROPOPATHY  

 ascribing to God human passions such as anger and jealousy to display His will in human terms of approval or disapproval.

“The anger of the Lord”  P

ZOOMORPHIZM  

 assigning an appropriate part of an animal to God’s Person in order to convey some truth about God.

“Hid me under the shadow of thy wings”  Psalm 17:8

RHETORICAL QUESTION  

 the use of a question to confirm or deny a fact.

“Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord?”  Psalm 106:2

IMPLICATION  

 a comparison that is implied between two things:  the comparison is not stated but rather the name of one thing is used in place of the other.

“For dogs have compassed me”  Psalm 22:16

RULES FOR INTERPRETING OF FIGURES OF SPEECH

  COMPARE it with other passages which are plainer.

  CONTEXT of the surrounding passages and book should be used for understanding

  LIMIT the meaning to only the central point of the figure used.  It should be used only to illustrate known realities that exist independently.
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